

















TIMELINE

This brief timeline outlines some key dates for
Gypsy, Roma and Traveller, Showmen and Boaters.

1000s

100s

1505

1514

1530

1547

1554

1562

India

Groups of craftspeople and entertainers
live nomadically.

Greece and Turkey
Romany Gypsies reach Byzantine Empire.

Ireland
Travellers are first recorded.

Henry VIl and Scotland

First Scottish record of Gypsies.

England

First record of Gypsies in England.

King Henry VIII

Henry passes a law to forbid
transportation of Gypsies to England.

King Edward VI

Edward passes a law to physically brand
and enslave Gypsies in England.

Queen Mary |

Mary passes a law forbidding Gypsies to
enter or be found in England.

Queen Elizabeth |

Elizabeth passes a law condemning
Gypsies to the death penalty.



1579

1650s

1768

1780 onwards

1800s

1820s
1830s
1889

1930s onwards

1939 - 45

1968

1982

1989

1994

Wales
First recorded Gypsies.

Cromwell
Last known execution of a Gypsy in

Suffolk, England. Banishment of Gypsies
to America.

London’s First Circus

Repeal of English Gypsy Laws

First rides appear in fairs

First tents used in circuses
First vardos appear in England

Showmen’s Guild established

Roma arrive in Britain

World War ll

The UK Government builds caravan sites
for Gypsies and Travellers who are
engaged in farm labour or the army.

The Holocaust

Genocide: the organised killing of millions of
people, including Gypsies and Sinti.

Caravan Sites Act

Germany officially recognises
the Roma and Sinti geocide.

Romany Gypsies legally
recognised as ethnic group

Caravan Sites Act Abolished

Thousands of Gypsy and Traveller families
are without a legal home.



Irish Travellers legally

LY recognised as ethnic group
Murder of 15 year old Irish

2L Traveller Johnny Delaney.
‘Stamp on the Camps’ campaign
features in The Sun newspaper

2005 targeting Gypsies and Travellers.
Scottish Travellers legally
recognised as ethnic group.

2008 o 1o
Institution of Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller History Month.

2022 Police Crime Sentencing and

Courts Act

Part 4 of the Act directly affects people who live
roadside including arrest, fines, removal of
vehicles and children.



EXHIBITION
SPOTLIGHTS




























Educational Resource
for Upper Primary & Lower Secondary
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ACTIVITY

What do
Gypsy, Roma
and Traveller

homes look
like?

Write down the
names of three
objects in the

exhibition.

W IS

Can you name a
Gypsy, Roma and
Traveller person
and their job?

Tip: look at the People Stories!
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MORE INFORMATION

Videos

This website links to ‘Roads from the Past’ a short
animated history of Gypsy, Roma and Travellers.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bhBbMrF8Z0

Crystal's Vardo Trailer

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qwZcTcpWsPY

Blog

This website links to Jo Clement’s blog for The MERL:
‘The Power to Speak for Ourselves’

https://merl.reading.ac.uk/blog/2024/04/the-power-
to-tell-it-for-ourselves/

Additional

Gypsy, Roma and Traveller History and Culture -
includes helpful definitions

https://travellermovement.org.uk/gypsy-roma-and-
traveller-history-and-culture









Object Facts

Tell us all about your favourite object!

My favourite object is a...

Who used it?




Story Time

Imagine you find your favourite object one day
under your bed. Write a story about this!




The MERL

Explorer Notes







Build a Tent

You can make a tent using fabrics you’ll find at home.
Ask an adult to help make yours safely.

Put a duvet cover or throw over two chairs or couch.
Tents create great places to read or tell stories.

C
C

Write your diary: The day we made a tent...




Colour Me: Chickens










Colour Me: Baskets




The MERL Selfies
Draw your visit to the museum







Colour by Number

Find the numbers in the Romany flag below.
Colour in using the key!




Explorer Game 1

Qs

How many horses

can you find in
The MERL?

What are their jobs?

|

How many baskets
can you find in

é@ The MERL?

1' What are they

made from?













Paisley Pattern

Can you spot this
pattern in the
Making Ruradl

England gallery? 2




Design a Dikhlo

Dikhlos are brightly colourful,
patterned silk scarves that some
Romany people wear.

Can you find a dikhlo in The MERL?

Make your own scarf with a
square of blank fabric around
35¢m x 35ecm and special pens,

paint or felt tips

Dikhlos often feature repeating patterns. What
colour and design will yours have?

Here are some ideas!
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